
TOWN	  OF	  LANSING
SEWER	  COMMITTEE	  MEETING	  SUMMARY

Wednesday,	  January	  16,	  2013
(*Denotes	  Present)
*Thomas	  Jones
*Andy	  Sciarabba
*Noel	  Desch
*Ed	  LaVigne
*Kathy	  Miller
*CJ	  DelVecchio
*Dale	  Baker
*Jeff	  Overstrom

Public	  Present
Katrina	  Binkewicz
Guy	  Krogh
Dan	  Veaner
David	  Herrick
Ruth	  Hopkins

General	  Business
There	  was	  discussion	  about	  Tier	  1	  with	  regard	  to	  the	  number	  of	  possible	  yes/no	  votes,	  
differences	  between	  low	  assessment	  and	  low	  acreage.	  	  	  Ed	  LaVigne	  asked	  if	  any	  exclusion	  were	  
possible.	  	  Would	  properYes	  with	  less	  than	  one	  quarter	  acreage	  be	  built	  upon?	  	  Noel	  Desch	  
noted	  that	  it	  would	  be	  unreasonable	  to	  charge	  someone	  a	  high	  amount	  for	  an	  undevelopable	  
lot.
The	  commi\ee	  discussed	  various	  percents	  of	  Tier	  2	  &	  Tier	  3,	  and	  quesYoned	  if	  the	  project	  could	  
be	  town-‐wide.	  	  
Noel	  Desch	  indicated	  that	  the	  best	  case	  for	  approval	  is	  Tier	  2	  because	  of	  the	  future	  benefit,	  
noYng	  that	  Tier	  3	  would	  be	  “iffy”	  because	  of	  the	  distance	  &	  that	  sewer	  would	  be	  unlikely.	  	  
Andy	  Sciarabba	  asked	  what	  the	  group	  felt	  would	  be	  the	  best	  way	  to	  convince	  Tier	  2	  to	  vote	  yes.	  	  
How	  do	  we	  get	  the	  facts	  to	  them,	  and	  offset	  the	  negaYvity	  that	  will	  be	  presented	  to	  them.	  	  
The	  commi\ee	  may	  want	  to	  go	  door	  to	  door,	  put	  a	  list	  of	  benefits	  of	  the	  project	  together	  to	  
provide	  to	  residents,	  while	  reminding	  people	  of	  what	  will	  happen	  if	  we	  don’t	  approve	  sewer,	  
and	  AES	  folds	  –	  school	  taxes	  will	  rise	  much	  higher,	  and	  there	  will	  be	  nothing	  to	  offset	  the	  
potenYal	  loss.	  	  
It	  was	  discussed	  that	  Andy	  Sciarabba	  would	  idenYfy	  each	  area	  &	  recruit	  people	  to	  advocate	  the	  
project	  in	  each	  neighborhood.	  	  Katrina	  Binkewicz	  will	  assist	  the	  commi\ee	  in	  providing	  the	  pros	  
&	  cons	  of	  the	  project.	  	  Noel	  Desch	  suggested	  that	  the	  advocates	  be	  a	  sub-‐commi\ee	  of	  the	  
Sewer	  Commi\ee.	  
Andy	  Sciarabba	  noted	  that	  because	  Tier	  2	  &	  Tier	  3	  would	  be	  based	  on	  an	  ad	  valorem	  tax	  there	  
would	  be	  a	  good	  chance	  this	  could	  be	  tax	  deducYble.



CJ	  DelVecchio	  will	  start	  working	  on	  a	  power	  point	  presentaYon.
The	  Commi\ee	  discussed	  possible	  exempYons	  of	  building	  lots	  in	  Tier	  1,2	  &	  3.	  	  Property	  owners	  
would	  have	  the	  opportunity	  to	  consolidate	  parcels,	  or	  leave	  them	  separate	  if	  they	  want.	  	  
Discussion	  followed	  with	  regard	  to	  the	  impact	  of	  the	  decrease	  in	  the	  AES	  PILOT	  Agreement,	  and	  
what	  affect	  that	  would	  have	  on	  school	  taxes	  per	  household.	  	  Tom	  Jones	  recommended	  various	  
scenarios	  of	  development	  the	  loss	  of	  tax	  revenues	  due	  to	  AES.
The	  Commi\ee	  recommended	  input	  from	  each	  member	  as	  to	  the	  pros	  &	  cons	  of	  sewer.	  	  Tom	  
Jones	  will	  work	  on	  benefits	  of	  development	  and	  the	  decrease	  of	  AES	  assessment.
David	  Herrick	  went	  over	  Tier	  1	  &	  Tier	  2	  Districts,	  as	  well	  as	  Ag	  exempYons.	  	  He	  has	  reviewed	  the	  
whole	  town	  with	  Ag	  exempYons	  excluding	  the	  Village	  of	  Lansing.	  	  The	  exisYng	  sewer	  areas	  
(Cherry	  Road	  &	  Warren	  Road)	  which	  are	  serviced	  through	  the	  Cayuga	  Heights	  treatment	  plant	  
have	  been	  included	  in	  the	  review.
David	  Herrick	  discussed	  various	  financing	  opYons,	  and	  Andy	  Sciarabba	  asked	  about	  the	  
remaining	  debt	  of	  the	  Warren	  Road	  Sewer	  project	  being	  folded	  into	  the	  30	  year	  town-‐wide	  debt	  
service.
Andy	  Sciarabba	  moved	  to	  rescind	  the	  prior	  week’s	  vote	  for	  a	  3	  Tier	  structuring	  of	  the	  Sewer	  
District	  Proposal,	  Ed	  LaVigne	  seconded	  &	  all	  voted	  in	  favor.
Ed	  LaVigne	  moved	  to	  establish	  a	  2	  Tier	  town-‐wide	  structure	  of	  the	  Sewer	  District	  Proposal	  as	  
presented	  by	  David	  Herrick,	  Dale	  Baker	  seconded	  the	  moYon,	  all	  voted	  in	  favor	  with	  the	  
excepYon	  of	  Noel	  Desch	  because	  of	  concern	  for	  Cherry	  Road	  Sewer	  area.	  	  
Noel	  Desch	  made	  a	  moYon	  asking	  for	  an	  amendment	  to	  exclude	  those	  Cherry	  Road	  Sewer	  
District	  properYes	  that	  are	  in	  the	  Ithaca	  School	  District,	  noYng	  that	  only	  Lansing	  School	  District	  
properYes	  should	  be	  included.	  	  Andy	  Sciarabba	  seconded	  	  
David	  Herrick	  will	  take	  out	  those	  properYes	  in	  the	  Cherry	  Road	  Sewer	  area	  which	  are	  in	  the	  
Ithaca	  School	  District.
The	  Chair	  for	  the	  next	  meeYng	  scheduled	  for	  January	  23,	  2013	  at	  2PM	  will	  be	  Tom	  Jones.	  	  The	  
meeYng	  was	  adjourned.


