
Lansing	  Sewer	  Commi/ee
Mee1ng	  Minutes	  4-‐10-‐13

Chair:	  Dale	  Baker
Present:	  Andy	  Sciarabba,	  Thomas,	  Jones,	  CJ	  DelVecchio,	  Kathy	  Miller
Excused:	  Noel	  Desch,	  Ed	  LaVigne
Public	  Present:	  Dave	  Herrick,	  Dan	  Veaner,	  Jonathan	  Kanter,	  Ruth	  Hopkins,	  Sharon	  Bowman,	  Katrina	  
Binkewicz

Chair	  Dale	  called	  the	  meeKng	  to	  order	  at	  2:03pm.	  Minutes	  from	  the	  April	  3,	  2013	  meeKng	  were	  
distributed	  for	  review.	  MoKon	  to	  approve	  as	  submiRed,	  seconded,	  carried.

Dave	  updated	  the	  CommiRee	  on	  the	  discussion	  with	  Jay	  Franklin	  from	  the	  Tompkins	  County	  Assessment	  
Department	  in	  regards	  to	  the	  tax-‐exempt	  status	  of	  AES/CoC	  via	  their	  PILOT.	  They	  will	  be	  included	  in	  the	  
Tier	  2	  property	  owners.	  IMR	  is	  also	  classified	  as	  part	  of	  Tier	  2.	  The	  effect	  of	  this	  added	  income	  will	  lower	  
the	  cost	  for	  all	  of	  Tier	  2	  from	  $26.90	  to	  $23.65.	  Those	  numbers	  will	  have	  to	  be	  changed	  in	  the	  Power	  
Point	  presentaKon.	  

The	  CommiRee	  reviewed	  the	  presentaKon	  to	  the	  Power	  Point	  presentaKon	  to	  the	  Town	  Lansing	  Board	  
on	  Monday	  night.	  Sharon	  and	  Ruth	  provided	  some	  comments	  in	  wriKng	  on	  their	  thoughts	  and	  
observaKons.	  	  With	  the	  Planning	  Board	  asking	  quesKons	  during	  the	  presentaKon,	  it	  went	  about	  1.5	  
hours.	  	  Dave	  noted	  that	  there	  seemed	  to	  be	  some	  disconnect	  with	  the	  presentaKon	  on	  the	  ‘overview’	  
and	  drilling	  down	  to	  the	  specifics.	  He	  suggested	  that	  his	  secKon	  be	  very	  brief	  and	  less	  technical	  on	  the	  
plant.	  	  The	  commiRee	  decided	  to	  have	  Kathy	  discuss	  the	  secKon	  on	  Town-‐wide	  12C	  and	  remove	  the	  slide	  
assigned	  to	  Guy,	  however	  Guy	  should	  be	  there	  to	  answer	  any	  legal	  quesKons	  that	  may	  come	  up.	  	  

There	  were	  other	  issues	  discussed	  from	  the	  Planning	  Board	  presentaKon	  –	  how	  will	  expansions	  be	  
handled	  (moving	  from	  Tier	  2	  to	  Tier	  1)?	  Answering	  the	  quesKon	  about	  how	  the	  iniKal	  district	  “South	  
Lansing	  Benefit	  Area”	  was	  decided-‐	  how	  the	  lines	  were	  drawn	  for	  the	  properKes	  included?	  The	  Town	  
Board	  will	  have	  to	  make	  a	  decision	  about	  how	  to	  handle	  expansion	  as	  policy	  (lower	  cost	  to	  Tier	  1?	  Add	  to	  
fund/expansion	  reserves?).	  	  The	  quesKon	  about	  Ludlowville	  that	  came	  up	  from	  the	  Planning	  Board	  is	  a	  
valid	  quesKon	  that	  may	  come	  up	  at	  the	  public	  meeKng.

Other	  quesKons	  for	  discussion	  was	  the	  statement	  from	  the	  Planning	  Board	  regarding	  a	  ‘standard	  30%	  
cost	  in	  services’	  for	  every	  residenKal	  house	  built?	  Also	  the	  quesKon	  about	  what	  happens	  with	  this	  influx	  
of	  development	  on	  the	  Town	  services.	  What	  services	  may	  increase	  to	  the	  Town	  for	  dense	  development?	  	  
Who	  is	  going	  to	  inspect	  the	  properKes	  for	  the	  connecKons	  to	  the	  system?	  

There	  was	  a	  discussion	  of	  the	  School	  Tax	  Analysis	  in	  regards	  to	  the	  current	  projects	  already	  with	  sewer:	  
Cherry	  Road	  and	  Warren	  Road	  now	  being	  incorporated	  into	  this	  new	  Town-‐wide	  sewer.	  	  Tom’s	  numbers	  
reflect	  certain	  assumpKons	  including	  a	  3.21%	  increase	  for	  school	  taxes	  (historical	  data),	  1%	  anKcipated	  
growth	  and	  includes	  the	  Cardamone	  and	  Lucente	  developments.

Ruth	  brought	  up	  the	  quesKon	  about	  the	  debt	  for	  the	  Warren	  Road	  sewer	  and	  what	  happens	  with	  that	  in	  
regards	  to	  this	  sewer	  proposal,	  as	  brought	  up	  by	  one	  of	  the	  Planning	  Board	  members?	  The	  Town	  has	  
already	  commiRed	  to	  paying	  that	  debt	  out	  of	  Town	  funds	  (this	  was	  previously	  agreed	  upon	  when	  that	  



system	  was	  created/approved).	  Sharon	  brought	  up	  the	  quesKon	  about	  the	  O&M	  usage	  in	  regards	  to	  the	  
Lansing	  ResidenKal	  units.	  If	  the	  schools	  close	  and	  there	  is	  no	  usage,	  they	  will	  sKll	  pay	  EDU	  charges	  but	  
not	  O&M.	  Andy	  clarified	  that	  the	  commercial	  properKes	  that	  were	  previously	  in	  the	  “Empire	  Zone”	  are	  
not	  included	  in	  this	  iniKal	  sewer	  area,	  which	  may	  be	  a	  confusing	  point	  to	  some	  people	  when	  reviewing	  
this	  plan.	  The	  Empire	  Zone	  is	  no	  longer	  in	  existence.	  Ruth	  asked	  Dave	  to	  clarify	  the	  Ag	  Exempt	  and/or	  
parKally	  exempt	  properKes	  as	  that	  was	  somewhat	  confusing	  in	  the	  presentaKon.	  Jay	  Franklin	  as	  County	  
Assessor	  determines	  these	  exempKons	  and	  the	  Town	  uses	  that	  informaKon	  in	  calculaKng	  the	  costs	  for	  
sewer.

Changes	  to	  be	  made	  on	  the	  powerpoint	  presentaKon:
 Kathy’s	  introducKon	  about	  the	  history	  of	  sewer	  was	  too	  long;	  it	  was	  suggested	  to	  condense	  that	  

part	  and	  highlight	  the	  important	  points.	  
 Dave	  has	  an	  added	  bullet	  point	  about	  how	  the	  lot	  lines	  were	  drawn	  iniKally	  for	  the	  South	  Lansing	  

Sewer	  Improvement	  Area
 Guy	  Krogh’s	  slide	  is	  removed	  and	  incorporated	  into	  Kathy’s	  iniKal	  presentaKon	  secKon
 Benefits	  of	  Sewer	  moved	  to	  aper	  the	  Paying	  for	  Sewer	  secKon;	  change	  the	  word	  “affordable”	  to	  

“variety	  of”	  housing	  opKons
 School	  Tax	  Analysis	  slides	  will	  be	  simplified;	  remove	  the	  first	  slide	  on	  the	  taxes	  based	  on	  $200k	  

assessed	  home;	  remove	  any	  confusion	  with	  AES/CoC	  closing	  (remove	  that	  2nd	  table	  altogether);	  
add	  a	  row	  showing	  the	  difference	  in	  the	  tax	  rates	  with	  and	  without	  sewer

 Katrina	  will	  be	  added	  as	  a	  presenter	  in	  the	  Benefits	  of	  Sewer	  for	  the	  Environmental	  secKon

Andy	  distributed	  an	  updated	  spreadsheet	  on	  the	  costs	  for	  Tier	  1	  and	  Tier	  2	  over	  30	  years	  showing	  the	  
numbers	  in	  the	  MPR	  (not	  including	  the	  new	  changes	  for	  AES/CoC	  and	  IMR	  on	  Tier	  2).	  Over	  30	  years,	  the	  
fees	  will	  remain	  about	  the	  same,	  no	  ‘cliff’	  as	  had	  been	  the	  case	  previously.	  

Next	  meeKng	  will	  be	  on	  Wednesday	  April	  17th	  2013	  which	  will	  be	  a	  dry	  run-‐through	  of	  the	  powerpoint	  
presentaKon.	  Tom	  Jones	  will	  be	  Chair.	  MeeKng	  adjourned	  at	  3:50pm.


