
MEETING	  SUMMARY	  –	  January	  24,	  2013	  SPECIAL	  MEETING

TOWN	  OF	  LANSING	  COMPREHENSIVE	  PLAN	  UPDATE	  COMMITTEE

Members	  Present:	  Tom	  Butler;	  Maureen	  Cowen;	  Jeremy	  Dietrich;	  David	  Ferris;	  Ruth	  Hopkins;	  
Susan	  Miller;	  Philip	  Snyder;	  Amanda	  Steinhardt;	  Susan	  Tabrizi;	  Sarah	  Thomson.

Others	  Present:	  Jonathan	  Kanter,	  AICP,	  Planning	  Consultant;	  David	  DurreY,	  Freelance	  Reporter.

The	  meeZng	  was	  called	  to	  order	  at	  7:00	  p.m.

Member	  Comments/Concerns/Announcements:	  None.

Discussion	  Regarding	  Possible	  Community	  Survey:	  Susan	  Tabrizi	  gave	  an	  update	  on	  the	  proposed	  
survey.	  	  The	  preliminary	  esZmate	  from	  Cornell	  Survey	  Research	  InsZtute	  (SRI)	  is	  $10,000,	  which	  
would	  include	  a	  phone	  survey	  of	  approximately	  365	  to	  370	  people	  to	  be	  a	  staZsZcally	  valid	  
random	  sample	  (approximately	  5%	  of	  the	  Town	  of	  Lansing	  populaZon).	  	  Survey	  format	  and	  
design	  would	  be	  very	  important.	  	  Susan	  indicated	  that	  she	  heard	  back	  from	  the	  Stony	  Brook	  
group,	  and	  their	  esZmate	  for	  a	  survey	  is	  $17,000.	  	  Surveyors	  call	  phone	  numbers	  of	  Town	  
residents	  that	  are	  randomly	  generated	  by	  computer,	  and	  they	  randomly	  select	  one	  adult	  
member	  of	  that	  household	  to	  conduct	  the	  survey.	  	  Based	  on	  this	  report,	  the	  CommiYee	  asked	  
Susan	  to	  contact	  Cornell	  SRI	  for	  a	  formal	  quote	  to	  do	  the	  survey.	  	  It	  was	  suggested	  that	  perhaps	  
the	  Town	  could	  get	  an	  addiZonal	  discount	  on	  the	  rate	  through	  Cornell’s	  municipal	  assistance	  
program.

The	  CommiYee	  then	  discussed	  the	  types	  of	  quesZons	  that	  could	  be	  included	  in	  a	  community	  
survey.	  	  Jonathan	  distributed	  a	  list	  of	  sample	  quesZons	  that	  he	  had	  draged	  (Possible	  QuesZons	  
for	  Community	  Survey	  -‐	  J.	  Kanter	  –	  1/24/13).	  	  Susan	  reminded	  the	  CommiYee	  that	  there	  is	  a	  
limited	  amount	  of	  money	  available	  for	  the	  survey	  allowing	  for	  a	  limited	  number	  of	  quesZons	  to	  
be	  included.	  	  The	  survey	  should	  be	  seen	  as	  a	  quanZtaZve	  form	  of	  obtaining	  input	  from	  the	  
public,	  which	  can	  then	  be	  supplemented	  with	  other	  forms	  of	  qualitaZve	  input	  through	  public	  
meeZngs,	  supplemental	  mailed	  or	  on-‐line	  surveys,	  focus	  group	  meeZngs,	  etc.	  	  Susan	  added	  that	  
SRI	  can	  help	  with	  some	  analysis	  and	  cross-‐tabulaZons	  (e.g.,	  male/female,	  age	  groups,	  etc.).	  	  
Some	  responses	  can	  be	  analyzed	  by	  rankings,	  but	  it	  depends	  how	  the	  quesZons	  are	  formaYed.

The	  CommiYee	  discussed	  a	  number	  of	  possible	  subjects	  for	  quesZons	  that	  could	  be	  included	  in	  
a	  survey.	  	  The	  following	  list	  is	  a	  summary	  of	  the	  results	  of	  that	  discussion:

 Hydrofracking/gas	  drilling	  in	  the	  Town:	  Do	  residents	  oppose	  or	  support	  it

 Town	  Center:	  What	  is	  it,	  what	  do	  residents	  want	  it	  to	  be	  like
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 Proposed	  sewer

 Public	  recreaZon/ameniZes/quality	  of	  life	  in	  the	  Town

 TransportaZon	  issues

 Bike	  lanes,	  bike	  paths

 Traffic,	  traffic	  calming	  in	  neighborhoods

 Agricultural	  preservaZon

 Lakefront	  development	  and	  access

 Housing	  development:	  What	  kind,	  where

 Commercial/industrial	  development

 Light	  industry	  vs.	  heavy	  industry

 Arts,	  tourism,	  farm	  markets

AddiZonal	  suggesZons	  for	  other	  quesZons	  included:	  what	  do	  people	  like	  most	  about	  the	  Town,	  
what	  do	  they	  like	  least;	  what	  services	  and	  businesses	  do	  residents	  use	  most,	  what	  services	  and	  
businesses	  would	  they	  like	  to	  see.

Susan	  agreed	  to	  contact	  Cornell	  SRI	  to	  get	  a	  detailed	  quote	  and	  to	  find	  out	  what	  the	  next	  steps	  
for	  a	  survey	  would	  be.	  	  Susan	  will	  work	  with	  the	  sub-‐commiYee	  to	  flesh	  out	  more	  specific	  
quesZons	  for	  the	  survey	  and	  will	  report	  back	  to	  the	  CommiYee	  at	  the	  next	  meeZng.

Amanda	  Steinhardt	  indicated	  that	  she	  thought	  that	  it	  would	  be	  important	  for	  the	  
Comprehensive	  Plan	  Update	  CommiYee	  to	  communicate	  and	  coordinate	  with	  other	  commiYees	  
that	  may	  be	  doing	  work	  that	  the	  Comp	  Plan	  CommiYee	  should	  be	  aware	  of	  and	  in	  turn	  might	  be	  
interested	  in	  what	  the	  Comp	  Plan	  CommiYee	  is	  considering	  in	  the	  Plan	  update.

Next	  MeeZng:	  The	  next	  regular	  meeZng	  is	  scheduled	  for	  Wednesday,	  February	  13,	  2013	  at	  7:00	  
p.m.	  	  

The	  meeZng	  was	  adjourned	  at	  8:45	  p.m.

Prepared	  by	  Jonathan	  Kanter,	  AICP

(Revised	  3/15/13)
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