DRAFT VISION STATEMENT — TOWN OF LANSING
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE

The Town of Lansing is primarily a rural community, mixed with hamlets, suburban, commercial and light
industrial areas that create a diverse and vibrant town. It has a strong agricultural base and steadily
growing population of residents of all ages with diverse economic, educational, and cultural
backgrounds. The town values and is steward to a wide range of natural and scenic resources, some of
which contribute significantly to its growth and economic base, including Cayuga Lake, streams, gorges,
parks, trails, rural landscapes, and scenic views. The town benefits from its proximity to the nearby
educational institutions, including Cornell University, Ithaca College, and Tompkins-Cortland Community
College, and also takes pride in its own Lansing Central School District. The town is well positioned near
the City of Ithaca and Village of Lansing, which provide centers for businesses and commerce. All of
these assets, however, bring pressures of growth and change, which the town has been experiencing in
recent years.

The Town of Lansing welcomes growth in a balanced, sustainable, and coordinated way in areas where
appropriate services and infrastructure are available or can be provided efficiently and at reasonable
cost, planned in a way that is attractive, environmentally sensitive and facilitates access to places where
residents live, go to school, shop, work and play. The town should make sound investments in
infrastructure, including public water and sewer, to channel growth into appropriate areas. One of the
primary focuses of the town should be to create and enhance a town center in South Lansing, building
upon the amenities and services that are already there, including the new Town hall, Library, Community
Center, recreational facilities and trails, small businesses and the large parcel of town-owned land. The
town envisions a town center as a relatively high density, mixed-use, pedestrian and transit-oriented
community, that includes places to live, work, shop, play and has community services. The town center
will be an important factor in the economic growth of the town, as will tourism, the arts, and local food
production. Residents of all income levels and backgrounds should have a choice of housing and
transportation options, including access to transit, walkways, parks, and trails. The town is dedicated to
the preservation of its natural areas and resources and will proactively seek to prevent degradation of
these resources as the town grows and will support opportunities for use of renewable energy resources.
Support of agriculture and sound agricultural practices, small businesses, and safe, responsible industry,
will continue to make Lansing attractive to both residents and visitors, and attract local and small-scale
commercial activities. The town will support safe and affordable housing for low, middle and high
income residents, and encourage this development in an environmentally sound way. Positive
interaction and cooperation with the Village of Lansing will further strengthen the community character
of the town. Land use policies through sound planning and zoning practices should encourage
responsible growth that will not negatively impact the overall character of the town.
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