Town of Lansing

Economic Development Committee

Meeting September 26, 2012
Attending: Andy Sciarabba, Deborah Trumbull, Steve Ruoff, Mike Koplinka-Loehr , Katrina Binkowitz, Eileen Stout, Dan Veaner, Mary June King , Arlene Dende and Jason Moore
Update on the Sewer Project- The Sewer Committee has set the district boundaries and T.G. Miller will prepare the final MAP plan and have for the October 3rd meeting of the Town Board which will adopt the Public Interest Order. This will set in motion the various steps needed to issue the Final Order by end of this year assuming no permissive referendum is requested. The SEQR process will also commence at the 3rd meeting.  A second public meeting was held on September 18th and the Sewer Committee is planning an open house on Saturday October 13 from 10:30 to 12:30 to answer questions about the sewer project and Town Center. The project has made the list of priority projects for the Southern Tier Grant Program and we are expecting to hear back by electionday.
Status of Current and Near Term Projects- No further updates on future projects.
Residential Projects- Town Center- At the request of the Town Board, the Bufffalo Developer has moved the market rate 3 story senior housing to the east side of the Town Property. Due to infringement on the railroad bed trail, the developer revised the proposal to a 4 story building and has resubmitted its Letter of Intent to purchase the 14+ acres for its development as well as construct the needed infrastructure at its expense. We have received the LOI from NRP for the affordable senior cottages project and have relayed our comments to them for consideration. The objective is to execute land purchase agreements so that the developers can proceed with the Planning Process this fall. The Town Board will hopefully authorize the Supervisor to sign the LOIs at the October 3rd meeting
Developers Package-No further progress at this time.
AES Status- The bond holders are now owners and have raised operating capital to keep the plant going for a few years until the economy rebounds. They have agreed to honor the PILOT agreement so the Town and School District will receive the taxes associated with the proposed assessed value. The Plant maybe Mothballed this winter based on recent news.
 Town Center-The Town Board will be requesting RFP’s for additional development on the Town’s Land. This will allow the Town to see what projects are being proposed and what projects are desired for the Town Center so an overall plan can be developed. He Town has also formed a Comprehensive Planning Committee to look at the Town’ current plan and propose updates. They are meeting the second Wednesday of each month at 7 pm.
Business and Technology Park- This is being considered phase 2 of the Town Center master plan. No further items to report at this time.

Public Information Meetings and Information.  The next Public Meeting is scheduled for October 13th as an open house to address questions from citizens. Postcards will be sent to District residents and media announcements will be made to invite other Town residents.
Cost of Development- No report on identifying both economic and quality of life costs associated with development, as well as the benefits to the Town. The School District has provided cost estimates and an analysis was prepared for the Public Meetings.
Meeting Schedule-The next meeting will be a 5:30 pm as follows:  

October 24. 2012
Respectfully Submitted,

Andrew Sciarabba, Chairman

September 27, 2012
